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Minutes 
 

 

Folkestone & Hythe District and Parish 
Councils' Joint Committee 
 
Held at: Remote Meeting 
  
Date Thursday, 16 November 2023 
  
Present Councillors Graham Allison, Anne Beales, 

Mike Blakemore, Frank Hobbs, Roger Joyce, Tim Prater, 
Kirsten Terry and Paul Thomas. 

  
Apologies for Absence Councillor Anthony Burgess. 
  
Officers Present:  Rebecca Chittock (Planning Policy Specialist), Jake 

Hamilton (Committee Services Officer) and Adrian Tofts 
(Strategy, Policy & Performance Lead Specialist) 

  
Others Present:  None. 

 
 
 

11. Appointment of Chair 
 
The Chair alternates between a District Councillor and a Parish/Town Councillor 
every meeting.  The Committee must appoint a Parish/Town Councillor as the 
Chair of this meeting. 
  
Proposed by Councillor Paul Thomas 
Seconded by Councillor Tim Prater; and, 
  
Resolved: 
  
That Councillor Frank Hobbs be appointed as Chair for the Folkestone 
and Hythe District and Parish Councils Joint Committee held on 14 
September 2023. 
  
(As there was no dissent the nomination was approved by affirmation of 
the meeting). 
  
  
 

12. Declarations of interest 
 

Public Document Pack
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There were no declarations of interest. 
 

13. Minutes 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2023 were submitted, 
approved, and signed by the Chair. 
  
 

14. Planning Reforms and Design Codes 
 
Adrian Tofts, Strategy, Policy & Performance Lead Specialist introduced the 
item and provided the committee with a presentation about changes to the 
planning system arising from the Levelling-Up and Regeneration Act, which 
received Royal Assent on 26 October 2023.  
  
The presentation focused on new local plans and district-wide Design Codes, 
which are requirements of the new legislation.   
  
Members were asked to note the requirements arising from the Act and 
comment on implications for Parish and Town Councils. 
  
https://youtu.be/mC8kIgHMV6Q?si=KgFbJXbgK8lCUJSA  
  
After the presentation, members raised several points, including, engagement 
with parish and town councils, how any changes would affect conservation 
areas and neighbourhood plans, will there be any early briefings for those 
parish/town councils that are already in the process of making plans, and will 
parish/towns that have plans be expected to review said plans in light of the 
changes.  
  
Adrian Tofts, Strategy, Policy and Performance Lead Specialist and Rebecca 
Chittock, Planning Policy Specialist responded to the comments raised by 
members: 
  
It was explained that the council only has a broad outline of the requirements of 
the new Act, however, the council does not expect the fundamentals regarding 
neighbourhood plans to change, as the Government strongly supports 
neighbourhood planning. As for the designation of conservation areas, this is a 
district council function, and the council would work with parish and town 
councils on heritage issues where it has capacity, but it has no dedicated 
heritage resource so it must be selective in the project it supports. The council 
is still waiting on more information from government on the upcoming changes, 
however, the Government has said that secondary legislation and guidance will 
follow, to allow authorities to begin their new local plans from next year (2024).  
  
As for the design codes, it was advised that from officers’ understanding, and 
the ‘path-finder’ authorities that have attempted area codes, there would need 
to be some strategic area-wide requirements and this would allow more local 
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guidance, such as on building materials and local character, to fit within the 
overarching framework. The council would need to determine its priorities and 
framework. In preparing the area-wide code we would look to learn from 
existing guidance, such as the Sandgate Design Statement. From what we 
know at present, the Council’s area-wide code would set the framework within 
which more detailed design codes for parishes and towns could sit.   
  
Please see attached presentation. 
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Levelling-up & Regeneration Act 2023
Local Plan reforms and Design Codes
Folkestone & Hythe District and Parish Councils’ Joint 

Committee
16 November 2023
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Background
• Planning White Paper ‘Planning 

for the Future’ (August 2020)
• Levelling Up White Paper 

‘Levelling Up the United Kingdom’ 
(February 2022)

• Consultation - ‘Levelling-up and Regeneration 
Bill: reforms to national planning policy’ 
(December 2022)

• Consultation – ‘Levelling-up and Regeneration 
Bill: consultation on implementation of plan-
making reforms’ (July 2023)
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Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023
• Levelling-up and Regeneration Act became law on 26 October 

2023
• Introduces the most far-reaching reforms since the 2004 Planning 

and Compulsory Purchase Act twenty years ago
• Key areas:

• National Development Management Policies
• New local plans
• Digital planning and digital engagement
• Other provisions in the new Act
• Implementation
• Area-wide design codes
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National Development Management Policies 
• Act gives powers for Government to bring in National Development 

Management Policies
• Equal status with local plan policies, but in event of conflict “the 

conflict must be resolved in favour of the national development 
management policy”

• None published yet, but the government will consult on draft 
national development management policies in due course

• Will replace existing policy and guidance, but with increased status
• May be relevant to parish and town councils’ planning committees 

when commenting on planning applications in the future
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New local plans
• Only around a third of local authorities have an up-to-date local 

plan (adopted within the last five years)
• Average time to complete a local plan is seven years
• “This creates uncertainty for communities and holds back 

development where it is needed.” (July 2023 consultation)
• New 30-month timetable to prepare a local plan
• Focus on a local vision and local policies, should not repeat 

national policies
• Clearer expectations of what evidence will be required
• Planning Inspectorate involvement throughout process with three 

‘gateway assessments’
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• Short preparation period 
before formal start

• Two public consultations
• 3 gateway assessments by 

planning Inspectors before 
approval to progress to 
examination

• Public examination of no 
more than 6 months
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Public engagement and digital tools
• Act introduces new ‘requirement to assist’ to help local authorities 

secure input of infrastructure providers and national agencies, but it 
is not clear what enforcement powers local authorities would have

• Digital tools to increase public engagement 
• “Those voices who may benefit most from new development are 

often the quietest in the planning process” (July 2023 consultation)
• Epsom & Ewell Borough Council pilot – 55% of people responding 

said that they had not taken part in a planning consultation before
• An example of a digital model produced by Digital Urban
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Other provisions in the new Act
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Other provisions in the new Act
• ‘Local plan commissioner’ to act on behalf of the Secretary of State 

where progress on a local plan is not being made
• Powers for the Secretary of State to take action where a local 

authority is not meeting the duty to prepare a Design Code 
• Registered parks and gardens, protected wreck sites and registered 

battlefields will have same statutory protection as listed buildings 
and conservation areas (Chapter 3 of the Act)
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Other provisions in the new Act
• New Act specifies what Neighbourhood Plans may include (s.98):

• Policies in relation to amount, type and location of development
• Other policies that relate to particular characteristics of the area
• Details of infrastructure requirements or affordable housing as 

part of new developments
• Requirements with respect to design that relate to development
• Must be designed to secure that the development and use of land 

contributes to the mitigation of, and adaption to, climate change
• “Arrangements for Neighbourhood Plans will be set out in due 

course.” (July 2023 consultation)
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Implementation
• Secondary legislation and guidance will follow, allowing local 

authorities to begin new local plans next year
• Likely to be cohorts of local authorities going through the process
• Folkestone & Hythe expressed initial interest in becoming a ‘front 

runner’ authority under the new system - council should be well-
placed, having an up-to-date local plan and a good track record in 
local plan preparation
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Proposals in online document
• National Development Management Policies:

• National Development Management Policies will be drafted to 
accompany the NPPF, with increased status

• Will reflect national priorities and fill gaps in policy
• Would override local plan policies where there is conflict

• Local plan policies:
• Should not repeat national policies
• Should focus on local issues (e.g. student housing, basement 

developments, expansion of business clusters, coastal 
management)
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Background

Jan. 2020

‘Building Better, Building 
Beautiful’ proposed the 
widespread use of design codes

Aug. 2020

Planning White Paper 
‘Planning for the Future’ 
prioritise design quality by 
setting clear and predictable 
design standards for codes

July 2021

NPPF emphasis on beauty, 
place-making and good design, 
requiring local authorities to 
produce design codes and 
guidance as part of their local 
plans

Feb. 2022

The Levelling Up White Paper 
pride of place, local 
communities empowered, 
working together with councils 
to create new local design 
codes

Oct. 2023

Levelling-up and Regeneration 
Act a framework for how 
design codes will be 
implemented in the reformed 
planning system.
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National guidance
The National Design Guide
• Sets out 10 characteristics of 

well-designed places

The National Model Design Code
• Provides a common framework 

for design
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Testing the guidance - Design Code Pathfinder 
Programme
Lake District 
National Park

Example of coding requirements
https://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/planning/planningpolicies/design-code

Checklist
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Feedback & first 
stages

• Resources, skill sets and 
capacity

• Scope and vision
• Visual, practical
• Engagement/ collaboration
• Funding?
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Contacts
Rebecca Chittock, Planning Policy Specialist 

rebecca.chittock@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
Adrian Tofts, Strategy, Policy & Performance Lead Specialist  

adrian.tofts@folkestone-hythe.gov.ukP
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